CONFIRMED : 285,914
DEATH : 665
VACCINATED : 6,601,792

CONFIRMED : 4,494
DEATH : 36

VACCINATED : 738,568
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Raising a toast
to BTS

In the South Korean enter-

tainment  industry, K-pop
plays a big role and any topic
about K-pop cannot be dis-
cussed without mentioning
BTS (Bangtan Son Yeodan
Forever). P4

Weather Forecast
. _—°
y-y

=1 [ ) =
cﬁ\j(

S

Kolkata, West begal
Thursday
Sunny
Temperature - 31°C
Precipitation - 20%
Humidy - 80%
Wind - 5 km/h
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The hoisting of the Trlcolour on Brainware U Y
Campus on Republic Day, 2022. Picture by Saikat Roy

Freedom of speech in
'democratic republic' India

Subham Chatterjee

“Give me the liberty to know,
to argue freely, and to utter ac-
cording to conscience, above
all liberties”- John Milton

The Preamble to
any Constitution is the key to
open the mind of its framers
and so is our Constitution too.
The framers have ordained
India to be a Republic, which
predominantly signifies that
the head of the state will be an
elected one; not a monarch,
and that the power lies in the
hands of the people. This is
the very reason why the Pre-
amble starts with “WE THE
PEOPLE OF INDIA, ,....... ”
and ends with “....do hereby
ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE
TO OURSELVES THIS
CONSTITUTION.” The
Constitution is the giver and
protector of all the rights and
duties of all the stakeholders
throughout the territory of In-
dia.

The Preamble of In-
dia secures for all its citizens
liberty of expression among
several other liberties. Every
citizen of India enjoys the
fundamental right of speech
and expression under Article
19(1)(a) of the Constitution.

However, this right
is not absolute and is subject
to certain restrictions under
Article 19(2) of the Consti-
tution of India. Freedom of
speech means that a citizen is
allowed to express his ideas,
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opinions and thoughts in writ-
ing, printing, picture, gesture,
spoken words or through print

media or communication
channel. While the citizens
are allowed to actively partic-
ipate in the nation- building
process marking it as a sign
of healthy democracy, at the
same time, the government
also has the power to make
laws and impose reasonable
restrictions in the interest of
sovereignty and integrity of
India, friendly relations with
foreign states, the security of
the state, public order, decen-
cy, morality, defamation and
contempt of court and incite-
ment to an offence.

Failure on the part
of the State to guarantee the
freedom of right and expres-
sion to all its citizens would
also constitute a violation of
Article 19(1)(a) of the Indi-
an constitution. The Supreme
Court and the High Courts
have protected this right of
the citizen when the govern-
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ment failed to do so setting
precedents to deal with the
same.

The arbitrary use of
the “charges of sedition” in
today’s India is a great hin-
drance towards freedom of
speech. They are being mon-
itored in such a way that any-
one who takes up any platform
to criticize the government or
speak something against the
government is booked under
Section 124A of the Indian
Penal Code and also under
National Security Act (NSA).

The Kedar Nath rul-
ing by the Supreme Court in
1962 clearly redefined what
sedition amounts to prevent
the misuse of this law. It held
that unless accompanied by
incitement to an offence or
call for violence, criticism
against the government can-
not be labeled as sedition.

In 2018, a Mani-
pur journalist, Kishorechand
Wangkhem, was arrested and
jailed for 12 months under the
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NSA for criticizing the chief
minister of Manipur. Last
year, during the lockdown,
journalist Vinod Dua, in one
of his videos, passed remarks
how the central government
has failed to deal with the mi-
grant crisis and a charge of se-
dition was filed against him in
the Supreme Court which was
quashed by the Court later.

These are only a
few examples. But there are
innumerable cases piling up in
courts only on charges of se-
dition. Everyone is now afraid
to speak or post anything on
social media platforms only to
avoid facing criminal charges
and ending up behind bars.
This is not the republic that
our freedom fighters and the
framers of the Constitution
dreamed of. Had they imag-
ined such a situation, they
would have probably made
out provisions to deal with
this crisis too.

The Indian Con-
stitution is a dynamic one as
under Article 368, any pro-
vision can be altered without
destroying its basic structure.
Freedom of speech is a part
of the basic structure of the
Constitution and the compro-
mise of this right is, indeed,
an indirect violation of a fun-
damental right. What a citizen
can do is only sit and wonder
whether they will regain their
right to free speech without
any fear or appeasement in to-
day’s India!
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Bengal tableau on Netajl
rejected, seen in city

Kaustav Deb

+ A day after the Centre announced
2 its decision to begin Republic Day
« celebrations on January 23 to co-
+ incide with Netaji Subhas Chandra
- Bose’s 125th birth anniversary,
» West Bengal chief minister Mama-
.t Banerjee urged Prime Minister
. Narendra Modi to reconsider the
* decision of excluding the state’s
+ tableau proposed for the Republic
- Day parade. The tableau is themed
: on the state’s freedom fighters.

. However, an official
. of the ministry of defence, which
< takes care of the selection process
« of tableaux, said the entire process
. follows a set of guidelines and a
¢ committee ~ comprising  experts
« from the fields of art, architecture,
+ design, culture and music takes the
. final call. The official denied any
« bias against West Bengal. In 2016,
+ West Bengal’s tableau on baul sing-
- ers was awarded as the best one.

. Banerjee’s letter stated
. that the proposed tableau was to
. commemorate Netaji and his In-
* dian National Army on his 125th
* birth anniversary and the model
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carried portraits of Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar, Rabindranath Tagore,
Vivekananda, Chittaranjan Das, Sri
Aurobindo, Matangini Hazra, Birsa
Munda and Nazrul Islam. “Itis even
more baffling for us that the tableau
was rejected without assigning any

reasons or justification,” she said,
adding that she was “profoundly
shocked and hurt” by the decision.
Trinamool Congress MPs Sukhen-
du Shekhar Roy and Saugata Roy
also reacted to the development
saying the party would protest at
the “undermining of Netaji by the
Centre”.  “There are rules for the
tableaux that they should represent
some historical events, culture, her-
itage, development programmes
but not carry any logos or carry an-
imation and sound and repeat any
idea...How the ideas are presented
is also looked at. There is no ques-
tion of bias as only a certain number
of tableaux ¢ an make it every year,
given the time. Many government
departments and ministries propos-
als also get rejected,” the defence
ministry official said

A former member of
the committee said tableaux from
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West Bengal qualified for the pa-
rade in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016,
2017 and 2019, and in 2016 the
State was adjudged the best tableau
for its famous baul folk singers ren-
dering the songs based on Bhakti
and Sufi movement. She added
that some states such as Jammu &
Kashmir, Karnataka, Assam and
Chhattisgarh have seen the highest
selection in the last 20 years be-
cause they fulfilled all the laid-out
criteria.

TMC party sources said

this is the fourth time West Bengal's
tableau proposal got rejected in the
past few years —in 2015, 2017 and
2020. The leader of the Congress
in the Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury also wrote to defence
minister Rajnath Singh over the
rejection, calling it “an insult to the
people of West Bengal, its cultural
heritage and our great hero Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose.”
Last year, of the 32 tableaux that
were showcased at the parade, 17
were from the states and Union
Territories, while the rest were from
the defence ministry, government
departments and paramilitary forc-
es.

Uttar  Pradesh was
awarded the best tableau for its
“Ayodhya,” showing a replica of
the Ram Temple. Tripura, Assam
and Maharashtra won similar lau-
rels in the last few years. This year,
not just West Bengal, Kerala’s
CPI(M) government has also said
that the Centre had “deliberately re-
jected its tableau on social reformer
Sree Narayana Guru and Jatayu
Park monument,” for political rea-
sons.
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Wonders of the world
in Kolkata’s Eco Park

The city of joy & charms,
Calcutta, is so beautiful that
wherever you place a camera
you get a vision, finds Sham-
pa Dey

Eco Park: The Eco Park of
Kolkata is built on a huge
area and it will be difficult
to cover all the places on one
day. The most attractive is the
seven-wonder park inside Eco
Park which has several repli-
cas of famous monuments.
The creative city of
India has created replicas of
famous wonders of the world
such as the Taj Mahal, the
longest man-made structure
in the world, the Great Wall
of China, the lost city of Petra
and the origin of gladiator bat-
tles that took place in the Ro-
man Empire, the Colosseum,
the pyramids of Egypt, Moai

statues of Easter Island, Eiffel
Tower and Brazil’s Christ the
Redeemer.

Eco Park is suitable
for all ages, covers a huge
geographical area with vari-
ous attraction of these world’s
wonders and splendid envi-
ronment like butterfly foun-
tain, rose garden, wild flowers
garden, mask park, tropical
rain forest, bicycling, boating
and many more for nature lov-
ers. So, if you want to roam
around the world but have no
time to spare, then it’s a good
chance for you to spend your
day with your close ones.
Kolkata has one of the best
tourism parks in Newtown
near Biswa Bangla Gate. En-
ter through gate 4 if you’re
coming from Salt Lake and
for just Rs 30, you get to see
the whole world quite literal-

ly. There are numerous food
stalls, you can carry food for
picnic purposes and you will
love to feel the ancient atmo-
sphere.

The first one is the
Easter Island statutes of Chile.
Simply gorgeous,
also known as moai and one

these are

of the most prominent tour-
ist attractions in Chile, South
America. Then we have the
renowned symbol of love, the
replica of Taj Mahal, glowing
in white light. The replica of
the Colosseum in Rome looks
so real that you would think
you are in Italy. Besides, you
can also see the wonderful
replicas of the Great Wall
of China, Pyramids and the
Sphinx (Egypt) and the lost
city of Petra (Jordan).

So, make sure you visit this
magnificent tourist attraction.

Floatlng library on the Hooghly

Chaiti Ghosh

Libraries have always contrib-
uted to enhancing our knowl-
edge. In the early age the
library concept was limited
between a four walls. But with
passing time the concept of
library has changed gradually.
Now mobile library, street li-
brary, tram library have come
into being, providing a new
reading experience.

The West Bengal
Transport Corporation gave
a beautiful gift to the children
of Kolkata on Republic Day
last year. On this day, they
launched the city’s first ever
boat library especially for the
young reading enthusiasts.
It has been named “Young
Readers’ boat Library”. For the
first time in India, a floating
library has been launched on
the Hooghly river. The pur-
pose of establishing this kind
of library is to read books
while enjoying the beauty of
Kolkata. This library features
500 and more perfectly cu-
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rated collections of books in
Hindi, Bengali and English
across several genres in a
pleasant reading ambience.

The beautiful li-
brary is decorated with art-
works and reading books
from various genres. The
WBTC runs this unique boat
library.

Priti Paul, director

of Apeejay Surrendra Group,
said “Our collaboration with
West Bengal Transport Cor-
poration (WBTC) in the nov-
el venture of ‘Young Readers’
Boat Library’ is one which
brings to life our vision. The
river is the life breath of Ben-
gal and a water way of tre-
mendous sacred and cultural
significance. We celebrate the

Rose-tinted window

SH@RT ST@RY EP]SODE 2

Aiyushe Maity

In the previous episode, we saw
an uptight and orthodox Suman
suddenly running into Priyanka,
his former lover in a train com-
partment. Aiyushe Maity contin-
ues the story...

“Didi what’s the next
station? asked the befuddled
passenger. Anamika looked up
from the laptop screen and said
“Sodepur”. Anamika, is a typ-
ical corporate woman. She’s
hardworking, ambitious, always
wears pantsuits to work and she
battles each day to survive in
a male-dominated work force,
which is why she is always work-
ing. Whether she is on a vacation
in Tokyo or travelling to her of-
fice in Titagarh on a train, you
will always find her eyes glued to
the laptop screen and her fingers
constantly typing.

The train stops at
Sodepur and immediately An-
amika seems a little distracted.
She never usually looks away
from her laptop screen, so much
so that one might think that she
is a human robot. But, whenev-
er the train stops at Sodepur for
a short duration of time, Ana-
mika looks up from her laptop
screen. Through the window
she observes a couple who own
a tea stall. They seem like a
happy couple, always smiling
and laughing. The tea stall has a
radio which plays old romantic
songs and the duo sometimes
sings along while they work. The

woman working in the tea stall is
wearing a green saree today and
her hair is in a loose bun, yet she
looks so elegant.

Anamika can’t help
but feel envious of the woman
working in the tea stall. She had
always wondered whether her
life would have been the same
if she hadn’t called off her wed-
ding years ago. She was impul-
sive and zealous; she was never
satisfied with what she had and
was always longing for more
which is why, when she realized
that a marriage would burden her
with family issues and chain her
down, she panicked and ran away
from her own wedding leaving
behind her childhood sweetheart
waiting in the mandap.

Almost a decade
ago, with just a small amount
of cash, an approval letter from
a large company and a bag with
a few clothes, Anamika still in
her wedding attire had boarded
the train to Kolkata. Back then,
she felt like a free bird, spreading
her wings and sweeping the sky
crying out and letting the world
know that she is coming. Look-
ing back, Anamika feels that she
had committed the biggest mis-
take of her life. She was young
and naive. She thought that be-
ing independent and working in
a huge company would provide
her with all the happiness in
the world but the only thing she
received was apathy from her
co-workers. Her family had dis-
owned her, she lost contact with

everyone and her life right now
are filled with people who only
showed up if she paid the bill.

“Mere sapno ki rani
kab ayegi tu? Aye raat mastani
kab...... Savita aha aha cha ta
pore jacche je”, cried out Ga-
nesh. Savita’s trance breaks and
she turns down the gas stove.
“Emaa, bhul hoye gechhe”, apol-
ogizes Savita and starts cleaning
the mess while still staring at the
woman sitting inside the train.
The woman inside the train oc-
casionally looks outside but then
looks down and starts working on
her laptop again. She is wearing
a grey pantsuit and her hair is
tied in a bun, making her look
so beautiful yet so powerful and
Savita couldn’t help but wonder
if she would have looked as fierce
as her in a pantsuit. Savita be-
longed to a middle-class family.
She passed high school with fly-
ing colours and threw it all away
when she eloped with Ganesh at,
the age of 19. Ganesh on the oth-
er hand, belonged to an impov-
erished family. Even though the
story might sound like a movie
plot, the ending wasn’t favor-
ablesince Savita’s parents never
approved of the wedding. In or-
der to sustain their living, Savita
had to sell all her jewellery in or-
der to open a tea stall. At night,
while Ganesh and the world slept
peacefully, Savita dreamed with
her eyes open. She imagined her-
self wearing a pantsuit, her hair
tied in a neat bun and she is work-
ing on her laptop. Every time she
sees the woman on the train, it
reminds her of a future she could
have had but never will.

The train started moving
away, two women on either side
of the train window sharing eye
contact, seeing the reflection of
their broken dreams and unful-
filled desires. But are they seeing
the clear picture or is there an in-
visible rose-tinted window paint-
edwith layers of repent, remorse
and regret?

To be continued...

river with this initiative, and,
further, reading and learning
on the move will undoubtedly
create an environment where
children can celebrate and
rediscover our history and
roots as we make our way on
board the floating library and
delve into books through this
educational recreational en-
deavour to which we are all so

committed”

The famed Oxford
Bookstores have curated the
selection of titles and liter-
ature across various young
reading age groups for the
Kolkata Young Readers’ Boat
Library. Other activities for
this boat library are story-
telling, dramatised readings,
poetry sessions, music, book
launches and much more.

The duration of the
boat trip is two hours. The
boat library sets sail from
Millenium Park and travels
all the way to Belur Math jet-
ty, before returning. There are
three trips on weekdays. The
boat also provides free Wifi
facility. Tickets are pegged at
Rs 100 for adults and Rs 50
for children. The passenger
capacity has been fixed at 80
people.  This innovative idea
certainly increases the read-
ing habits of children.

(The author is
Assistant Librarian, Institute
of Nursing, Brainware
University)
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Have you ever felt anything strange?

Aryadeb Mukhopadhyay

Many a time you have watched
in horror films how a evil spirit
enters someone’s body and takes
over the body. Myths as well as
proven facts round the world in-
dicate that there might be some-
thing unusual or creepy. Let us
be aware of the term possession
in a religious context. It's basical-
ly a stage of being controlled or
influenced by a demon or spirit.
I'm going to discuss in detail the
stages of possession in which a
demon enters a living body.
When it comes to
demonic possession, there are
initially four stages. Stage one is
infestation. Basically in this stage
when the spirit tries to commu-
nicate with the victim through
various on uncanny ways, let it
be footsteps, unknown voices,
sudden movements of furniture

or other objects without even
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any human interaction. The per-

son might also be introduced
with different odours with no
discernible source. If you have a
pet, have you ever noticed your
dog or cat staring at something
maybe the dark corners with
utmost attention without any
sort of movement. It might be
possible that your pet had no-
ticed something you have been

unable to. The victim then en-
ters the second stage and that
is oppression. In this, the spirit
tries to interact with the victim
more closely. This might lead
to physical attacks as well. The
problem seems to appear in a
chain of events which includes
disturbance in sleep, regular
nightmare, severe illness, anxi-
ety or depression which results
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from financial or employment
problems. If it happens in a rap-
id manner with no interval, this
could be a sign of demonic pres-
ence around yourself.

The third stage is the
stage of obsession where the evil
spirit comes closer to the victim
and tries to control him. At this
stage the person can't even con-
centrate because in his mind he
is dealing with something else,
which is not at all normal in real
life.

Demonic ideas may
arise in the victim’s mind where
the person could hurt himself
or make him suicidal. All three
stages can be cured by psychia-
trists at a certain level. However,
the last stage is reserved for the
exorcist. An exorcist enters into
the story when things get out of
the hand and he has some sort
of power or energy or knowl-
edge to capture the devil and
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preserve it somewhere else. The
last and the most horrifying
stage is possession. The victim is
physically, emotionally, mental-
ly and spiritually broken at this
point where the demon finally
enters the body. Things start to
change from this onward where
the victim acquires superhuman
strength, communicates in a
totally different language, shar-
ing incidents which the person
could not possibly know.

It seems that some-
one elses face is attached to the
victim’s face. Many a time the
victim levitates at the time of
possession. Have you ever gone
through any of these stages in
your life, have you ever felt any
footsteps, odours or different
voices around youself or felt
someone else’s presence? If yes
then it might be very possible
that you too have experienced
the demonic presence.

Sandipta Ghosh

For over a year
We are stuck in a house
Everything is going on
But something has ceased
We can't go out
Friends are far away
Still close to our hearts
We are losing our love once
But still we are fighting
Still we are smiling
We can't go out
Still we are helping each
other
1t seems to be an exam of
God
Don t know the result
But still try to stay beside
each other
Oh God, help us
To stay safe, stay healthy.
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Mahatma Gandhi: Simplicity and sacrifice are the building block of a

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose : The greatest crime is to compromise with injustice and wrong. =
: peaceful and prosperous nation- Illustration : Shampa Dey
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“If you are gonna be two-faced atleast make one of them
pretty”. illustrated : Naincy Roy

© © 0 0 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000000000O0 O

AR \a - v
The sun shines brightest from the peaks of mountains. Photo by:-Anjan Sahoo

© © ¢ 0 00 0000000000000 0000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000 0 o

i

Mandala art of a lion. Illustration : Anisha Sarkar
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End of another day. Photo by Payal Dhauria
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Reliving the moment of national pride

Payal Dhauria

Directed by Kabir Khan
and produced by Deepika
Padukone, the sports dra-
ma film 83, with so many
expectations, captures the
historical moment when
the India cricket team, led
by Kapil Dev, brought home
the World Cup in 1983. The
film is more than just an au-
thentic sports movie; it is a
classic story about the de-
termination of the underdog
and display of the national
sentiment that is attached to
the sport of cricket.

The excellent fact
about the movie is that it
has been shot on the real
locations of the event and
the cast has been guided
by the actual 1983 cricket
team to capture the true es-
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sence of the sport. The idea
to add the real-life footage
and photographs concur-
rently provided some beau-
tiful moments and goose-
bump-worthy scenes.

The movie has a
commendable cast. Ranveer
Singh, undoubtedly one of
the versatile actors in cur-
rent cinema, plays Kapil
Dev and has provided an
excellent performance with
ease. Pankaj Tripathi as the
team manager made him-
self seen and acknowledged
despite such brief appear-
ances. The rest of the cast
shines throughout the mov-
ie, for supporting the lead
actor and manifesting the
styles and characteristics of
the actual team.

The banter be-
tween the team members
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Raising a
toast to BTS

Tiyasa Neogy

In the South Korean entertain-
ment industry, K-pop plays a big
role and any topic about K-pop
cannot be discussed without
mentioning BTS (Bangtan Son
Yeodan Forever).
The group has innumerable fans
all over the world, but our coun-
try is not far behind. According to
social media statistics, they have
more than 90 million fans world-
wide . There are seven members in
this group: Kim Namjoon (lead-
er), Kim Seok Jin , Min Youngi
,Park Jimin (main vocalist), Jung
Ho Seok (songwriter), Jeon Jung-
kook and Kim Taehyung .

They belong to South
Koreas top entertainment com-
pany Big Hit. Their slick dance
routines and impressive music
video have attracted a loyal group
of diehard fans who calls them-
selves Army .While many K-pop
songs are about relationships and
love, BTS covers subjects that
other bands usually do not, like
bullying, suicide, elitism, mental

health, life struggles, social mis-
understanding and the like. They
highlight social issues in each of
their songs.

BTS made their debut
with the song More dreams in a
popular K-drama school in 2013.
They have 7 albums till date and
as many as 230 songs. Some of
hit songs are Mic drop, Idol, Dy-
namite, Fake love, Love shot, Save
me, Fire, Butter, Life goes on etc.

In 2021, the group got
good reviews in the US, Japan, In-
dia and Mexico. Their life motto
is Love yourself ,stay safe and pos-
itive and happy, work hard and do
not give up hope. Be open to criti-
sism and keep learning surround
yourself with happy, warm and
genuine persons.

The group got the
Billboard music award, Gram-
my music award, Seoul music
award etc. Seeing their influence
and achievements worldwide,
the south Korean government
appointed them as diplomats of
their country last year.

Aiyushe Maity brings you top celebrity gossip, rumours, movie
updates and more... From Priyanka Chopra scotching divorce

speculation, Megan Fox’s engagement, Kylie Jenner’s popularity,

Kanye West’s aggression and Meghan Markle’s reaction to trolls
to Tom Cruise’s possible new role... read it all here

MGK and Meghan Fox
der a banyan tree where the couple ended the ceremon

are finally engz e un-
drinking a vial
of each other’s blood. MGK revealed in a new interview that the engage-
ment ring has thorns and it would hurt if Meghan tries to remove it because

according to them “love is pain.”

Aqua man star Jason Mamoa has called it quits with his wife Lisa Bonet.
They jointly decided to end their 16-year marriage because they felt they
want to live different lives and have different prospective.

Kylie Jenner recently broke Instagram history by being “The Most Fol-
lowed Woman” with a following of 301 million people. She is the sec-
ondmost followed person after sports star Ronaldo. Another speculation

regarding Kylie Jenner is that she has secretly given birth but is hiding the

baby from the public eye.
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Kanye West was found abusing his ex-wife Kim Kardashian’s new boy-
friend Pete Davidson on record in his new unreleased song. The song also
has subtle hints about how Kanye wants to beat up Pete. Both Pete and Kim
have expressed their views on this matter, describing it to be “distasteful”.
Kanye’s PDA with new girlfriend Julia Fox has also been labelled as a “PR
stunt”.

sound genuine and natural,
but after coming so far from
the bad portrayal of certain
communities for fun, show-
casing other nationalities in
the movie feels a little ex-
cessive at times. The music
composed by Preetam adds
a lot to the plot. It captures
all the raw emotion of na-
tional pride that was felt by
the people who remember
this event first-hand and
projects it onto those who
relived it on screen.

A story about how
the underdogs broke the
image that was attached to
Indians in the eyes of the
world, with many saying
that this is a textbook exam-
ple of how a biopic should
be made from the premise,
this movie moves the audi-
ence to tears.

Is Tom Cruise the new Iron Man? Speculation

marvel movie Doctor Strange 2.

inues after a leaked pho-

to resurfaced showing Tom Cruise in Iron Man’s suit in the sets of the new

In the February issue of Vanity Fair, Priyanka Chopra speaks about the neg-
ative impact of fame on her marriage. After she changed her username from
Priyanka Chopra Jonas to just Priyanka Chopra, fans and media thought the
couple are getting a divorce. Priyanka shuts down all the rumours in this

new interview.

rity and this hasn’t improved. She has been getting death threats and hate
comments and the situation is worsening day by day.

Kourtney Kardashian has been hinting at a pregnancy, or so her fans think.
She wasn’t seen in public after her engagement with Travis Barker and
recently she posted a picture of herself holding her belly on an Instagram
story. Kourtney hasn’t addressed the rumours yet!

WHAT TO EXPECT IN 2022: An astrological insight into the year

¢ ARIES (March 21 -
April 19)

LOVE LIFE Be
ready to make some
major decisions in CL
your love life. There @
will be a huge change, either in ending a
relationship or deciding the next move.

CAREER “Financially independent”

B

©

comes to mind when talking about your

career in 2022. There would be a lot of
unexpected money gains and chances of
earning money through the Internet.
PERSONAL LIFE There will be a lot
of family conflict towards the end of the
year. You may feel a little detached from
everyone but that will greatly benefit you.

you are single
and looking for love, the first half of 2022
would be the time you would feel conflict-

ed and confused but towards the end you

might find someone special.

CAREER You will gain social recog-

TAURUS (April

20 - May 20)
LOVE LIFE

Venus would be in

tion which means
you might feel a
little distant from

your partner. If

GEMINI (May 20 -

experience a glow up
towards the end of
the year. It might be
a physical or mental
glow up where

you get rid of your
insecurities and feel
more confident.

June 20)

LOVE LIFE Geminis should focus

relationship.

more on themselves than on their partners
this year since there can be a toxic turn

in their love life which might lead to
self-sabotage. It’s better to keep things
light and casual and not enter into a new

CAREER In terms of old invest-

ments, there will be a lot of gain but 2022

reinforce yourself.

is not a good year for new beginnings
and new investments. Use this year to
stay where you are, learn new skills and

PERSONAL LIFE The north node is

inferior conjunc-

shifting from
your zodiac
house to
Taurus, which
means there’s
a huge energy
shift which
might lead to
your spiritual
awakening
but don’t force

it or fake it because that would be fatal.

nition and fame. With the south node in
Scorpio in your seventh house you will
definitely get a promotion or receive a
huge job opportunity. Investing in new
business might not be a good idea.
PERSONAL LIFE With the north

node in your own zodiac sign, you will

CANCER (June 21 - July 22)

LOVE LIFE You need to stop roman-
ticizing things and start to see people for
who they really are. In June, with the Sun
in Cancer, a lot is going to change and
whether or not it is for the good would
be solely based on your intuition and gut
feeling.

CAREER Pallas is going to enter Can-
cer and it will create a huge pathway. 2022
is the ideal time to pursue a career you
have always wanted and act on it but there
would be a lot of factors holding you back
and you will face a lot of hardships.
PERSONAL LIFE 2022 is going to
bring a change in your social circle. You
will mingle with
N l /4_ people with pos-
/C> itive vibrations
and cut out all
the toxic people
and energies who
are holding you
back. This year,
you might feel a
little emotionally
vulnerable.

LEO (July 23 - Aug 22)

LOVE LIFE There might be some
conflict in your love life. It can manifest in
form of a love triangle or maybe self-doubt
about whether you want to be with the
person you are currently involved with or
focus on yourself. Try not to be drastic and
communicate with your partner more to
let them know how you feel.

CAREER The Vesta retrograde will
enter Aquarius and affect your social
status. You might gain or lose social status
depending on your rising sign. There will
also be a sudden energy shift which would
result in money gains or promotions.

PERSONAL LIFE With a lot of
major planetary positions in Taurus, your
personal life will de-
pend on you and the
decisions you make.
So make sure you
think twice before
acting on something.

VIRGO (Aug 23 -
Sep 22)

LOVE LIFE
Virgos are known

to be perfectionists and there is nothing
wrong with that but in 2022 try to loosen
up a little bit and give your partner some
space. There is also going to be a sudden
appearance of a toxic romantic advance
but use your intellect and turn it down.

CAREER You will be satisfied with
your career but 2022 can be a great time
for starting something fresh and new but
make sure it’s part-time and not interfering
with your actual job.

PERSONAL LIFE 2022 is going to
be a smooth year but there might be some
workplace or family conflict during the
second quarter where you might have an
emotional melt-
down but try not
to lose your calm.

LIBRA (Sep 23 -
Oct 22)

LOVE LIFE
2022 seems like
a bumpy ride
in terms of love
life for Librans. Everything will be fine if
you manage to adjust and accept. The last
3 months of the year would be the most
challenging.

CAREER Libras would have the
most gains during the mid-year due to
Mars transitioning into the 10th house of
Cancer. There is also a chance of receiving
a promotion you have been waiting for.

PERSONAL LIFE Saturn in fifth
house of Aquarius indicates that 2022
would be a good year but maintain a low
profile.

SCORPIO (Oct 23 -
Nov 22)

LOVE LIFE 2022 is
going to be both bad
and good because
with your intuition
heightened, you'll
finally take some decisions affecting your
love life. You would focus more on yourself

and your needs than on someone else.
CAREER There will be a time in
the year where you feel overwhelmed by
work pressure. The key towards having a
successful career in 2022 is to overcome
the pressure and keep working.
PERSONAL LIFE There may be
someone who will try to sabotage or make
you insecure, which might make you feel
anxious but don’t be stressed. Even though
there are some major obstacles this year,
you will emerge victorious at the end.

([D 23 - Dec 21)

TN LOVE LIFE

/ \ Sags are going to face
some major drastic
!
K

changes in their love
life. 2022 is going to
be a little confus-
ing for Sagittarius
romantically
CAREER Unlike your love life,
there is not going to be any major changes
in your career path but there is a slight
chance of monetary loss.
PERSONAL LIFE 2022 is a year of
harmony and self-reflection. Make sure to

heal your past traumas, specially before
the retrograde in December.

SAGITTARUS (Nov

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)

LOVE LIFE Have a
playful attitude and do
not rush things which
will definitely help you
to get a stable love life.
Overall, 2022 is a good
year for Capricorns
romantically.

CAREER You may feel indecisive
sometimes in relation to your work or
academic life but trust your intuition and
avoid workplace conflicts. Even though
there are a few bumps along the road, it
will not affect your finances.

PERSONAL LIFE 2022 seems to be a

- Aiyushe Maity

good year overall. Your physical and men-
tal health will reach a perfect balance. You
will receive a lot of new opportunities and
chances to work towards a better self.

Aquarius (Jan 20 -

¢ Feb1s)
LOVE LIFE
N 2022 has significant
Mars and Venus

—_ placements which
makes it a great yeas for love and passion.
If you play your cards right, you might as
well end up with the love of your life.

CAREER Expect promotion and in-
crement by the end of the second quarter.
It is a great year to start a new business
venture or invest in something but it
should be done with great caution.

PERSONAL LIFE The first quarter of
the year, you might feel lethargic and suffer
from chronic illness but the end of the year
would be less stressful with the last full
moon in December.

Pisces (Feb 19 -
March 20)

LOVE LIFE You
are going to have a lot of
romantic advances this
year but you have learnt
from your mistakes and
you will choose wisely
whom you want to
let into your life. Overall, your love life would
definitely become healthier and most impor-
tantly, you will be able to discover yourself and
reestablish your self-worth.

CAREER With Jupiter in your 2nd house,
2022 is going to bring in a lot of financial sta-
bility and success. You will definitely learn new
skills which would help you.

PERSONAL LIFE Saturn will be in Aquar-
ius the entire year, which means you might face
some psychological burdens. With the north
node in Taurus and the south node in Scorpio,
you will definitely end toxic patterns and start a
new habit or journey.



